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American Trade With (icrmany by
Pure Darter or Whatever Way.

Ill tbc announcement of The Sun's
staff correspondent In Merlin that the
Ucrmnns have proposed or will pro-

pose (o American tnuio organizations
n sehemo of pure barter on primitive
principles goods paid for with bocmIs

there Is nothing new In present
German practices. For the matter of
that, the hulk of inlcniatlounl trade
tho world over Is based on the ex-

change- of commodities, wjth the bal
ances struck In sold.

For months Herman merchants havo
been bartering across their frontiers
In the crude way of past age?. Id
Holland, for oxnmple, raw bided are
bought on the basis of payment In

products to como out of those hides.
Tho hides arc 'taken across "the bor- -

ler, are cured and tanned Into leather
by German hands. The leather Is

made up by German bands and bj

German machines into shoes, harness
or similar goods. A part, a relatively
small part, of these finished goods Is

hhlppcil back to Holland to cancel out
the debt for tho raw hides. The par
tlculnr transactlou,ls.thu 'closcd.iyltb.- -

out the passing of a, in a rk or guilder

In the Ktmjrway errtiani.bAn
nartertng wJta sjwuMrianuwnn mo
Scandinavian countries and, In spite

of dculnls. with Russia. Kxcept for
the longer time required to complete
the barter transaction It would be

Just ns simple Soy Germany to buy
wool In Argentina and to ship back in
payment a small riart 3f that pur-

chased wool In the form of finished
cloth or clothing. The same th'lng

could be done with cotton bought In

tho United States. And. except for
tho banking participation, there
wouldn't bo much difference from

what Germany was doing with the
United States before the war.

Up to tho summer of 1014 Ger-

many bought cotton iu the United

States at 10 cents or 12 cents a
pound, took the raw material over to

her factories, converted it Into socks,

stockings, gloves and other artl les of

wear and sent back to us a fraction
of the cotton thus bought In the raw

at 10 to 12 cents n pound and resold
to us In tho finished product ft ?2,

$3 or ?4 a dozen perhaps $2, ?3 or

ft a pound.
But while tills post-wa- r barter ar-

rangement could work simply enough

ns between the Individual In Germany

and the individual in Holland or the

Individual In Germany nnd the indi-

vidual In South America or in tho

United Ktates, tho German Govern-

ment now comes into tho transaction
as n collecting agent of the Allies, who,
by the terms of tho treaty of peace,

have a fnm, a first mortcago claim,

on the revenues and the resources of

the German Government.
The revenues ami the resources of

the German Government must all

originate of course In German indus-

tries, German luwlness the German

people. With its power to tax and

upder its compulsion to tax anybody

Gcrnraii and anything German to raise
tbc payments which must be made to

Hie Allies tho German Government

can and tho German Government will

Intercept, regulate, take toll of this
barter process In any way It pleases

to do or must do. If there were no

mon to It than this no Insuperable
tlifllculty would nrlje.

But pressure by the Allies on the

Gorman Government might force dis-

crimination against some markets.

Thereby the security of the seller of

tho hides, of the wool, of tho cotton,

or whatever It might be, could be en-

dangered wherever the allied Powers

disfavored for any reason such trans-

actions. The commerce itself could

bo dried up.
Nevertheless, as against this prob-

ability or possibility of Interference
y the Allies, the fact remains that

the want to get paid by Germany,
'nicy must get paid or they tbem-cclvc- s,

some of them, will gp bank-

rupt. It ought to t.f hardly more
than a matter of detail, therefore, for
the German Government to Induce the
Allies to sco that for the German rep-- 1

raU7n to bo paid tho hides and
vool of South America, ir)e cotton,

copper, steel nnd oil of the United
States nro absolutely necessary.

Furthermore, If tho question ishould

becomo serious It ought to bo the
business of tho American Government
lo innke It clear to nnybody nnd every-

body that whether wo are In tho
Leagim of Nations or not, whether nny
payments' lire coming to us through
tho ItcpnratJon Commission or not,

whether wo have any treaty contract
rights under tho allied settlement or
not, wn nro going to trade with Oer
many and Germany fs going to trado
with us, by puro barter or by what-eve- r

way, on tho terms and conditions

that nmy bo suitable to tho United
Rtntes nnd Gcrmnny, with nobody else
hnvJng tlio say about It.

And Tiik Sun does not hcsltntc to
n ill nil Hint If this is not the business
ut the United Stales Government un-

der tho present Administration It will

be the very business of tho United
States Government ufter the fourth
day of March, 1021.

The Purchase or Leisure ltathcr
Than Goods.

In Us year end review of American
Industrial cortlitlons the Federal He-ser-

Hoard, speaking of the "national
problem" of decreased production
and consequent increased prices of
products attributed that drag on the
return to wholesome normal economic
conditions to tlio curtailment of work
by Industrial employees, framing Its
case tliuH :

'From many ;sections It Is reported
by tho neservo Board's agents

thathe chief difficulty does not Ho

In flystomatlc strikes but In the In-

disposition of workers to Increase
production and keep steadily nt work.

Tho reduced output as a result ot very
tihort hours or the suspension of work

a svcn number of day a week has
proved to be a national problem.

"The disposition of labor to pursue
such a policy is ascribed by many to
high wages and the desjro to employ

tho Increased purchasing power thus
obtained In the purchase of leisure
rather than goods'
Tlis Is as brief nnd comprehensive

a diagnosis of a most troublesome con
dition which now afflicts this country
as could easily bo made. Regardless
of wages, prices and everything else,
more work must be done, greater
production' "must be attained In tills
country. Until these things are no
compllshed nobody need look for
restoration of sound conditions. '

Motor Cars In Modern Civilization
In the score of years which havo

elnpsed since 1000, when the first na
tional automobile show opened In this
city, and the. opening of tills year's
exhibit, nlotor driven ehlcles,for pas
senger ana ireigiu transportation nave
nu&sod tierhidneutlv out of the clnsslfl
4;jiifyn"if Injuries Inlivtlint. of neces
saries and havo exerted a profound
jjnliuencc oil, the growth tnd dcAlojK
meni; ot industry ami on social

In every civilized country In

the world. -

All are familiar with the parf.
played In the war by automotive
vehicles, from motorcycles to death
dealing tanks, nnd with the astonish
ing triumph of the Knglish people In
constructing over night a national food
distributing system to meet tbc emer
gency caused by tho railway etrlke.
These constitute two of the most no

table adaptations of the Internal com

bustion engine to the requirements of
civilization. In other fields and Jn

other emergencies it has proved Itself
under circumstances less picturesque
but not less pressing.

It Is dlllicult, for example, to im

agine how the world food crisis of
1017, 1018 and 1010 would have been
overcome without Hie use of tho trac-

tors which enabled farmers to In-

crease the wheat acreage In this coun
try nt a time when farm labor was
tinattnlnnble In mnny sections, scarce
In others and lnefllclent wherever it
could be got. Tho use of tractors en
abled tho farmers to plough, plant nnd
cultlvoto the land on which was
grown tho wheat tho world needed.

The breakdown of railway trans
portation In this country, emphasized
by the terrJflc conditions Imposed on
tho roads by the requirements of a
nation at war and enforced on tho
understanding of all in tho terrible
winter of 1017-101- brought the motor

truck recognition ns o practicable ma
chine for long hauls with heavy loads
end resulted In the establishment of a
great number of permanent freight
carrying Hnes. Tho experimental

trains of trucks run by tho army un

der all sorts of weather conditions
and over all sorts of roads havo
shown what the advantages and dis-

advantages of this form of transporta
tion hrc, and their records arc avail
able for the guidance of private car
owners nnd operators.

For local use there has been n great
Increase In the use of motor delivery
wagons nnd trucks, according to the
requirements of tho service. About
W),000 commercial motor vehicles JmVo

teen licensed by the Secretary of
Stale In tha district made up of Now
York city nnd the counties of Nassau,
Suffolk, Westchester, Kocklnnd and
Putnam. There has been n decrease
in the number of horses, most marked

of course In sections whero hauls are'
relatively long and stops comparatively

few, but observable In those parts of
tho city where hauls arc short and
stops many.

Tho competition of motor driven
buses with electric railways has be
come serious problem for the secur
ity holders and operators ot the rail-

ways in many parts of the country.

The owners of motor vehicles used In

t)il pervlce generally enjoy exemption
from taxntlon which bears heavily on
the electric roads and nro not subject
to sonio of the burdensome Inspections
and limitations imjbosed by law pn
public kcrv'fco corpoft'tlons. These are

temporary advantages, for ninnlfestly
public regulation of bus lines will bo

postponed only until tho legislatures
get around to It, and nobody Is going
to cscnpo taxes In this country tor n
goodi many years to come. This un
equal competition has been a serious
fnctdr In producing tho presont unsnt'
Isfactory condition of numerous trol
Icy companies. Ono authority on elco
trie transportation has linked It with
increased operating expenses ns the
cause of tho bankruptcy many of these
corporations admittedly face.

In every trolley car men's striko of
recent years the public has been
served, tho strikers havo been helped
nnd the companies have been Injured
by the appenranco of motor vehicles
to enrry workers from their homes to
their places of business. Tho elns
tlclty and resourcefulness of affected
communities In meeting emergencies
of this kind has been remarkable.
Thanks to motor vehicles It now
seems Incredible that any city or town
should bo effectively tied up by tho
stoppage of Its trolley service. In
convenience nnd discomfort may bo
caused thereby, but not paralysis.
Thcro Is a now strikebreaker, a man
not iilred by tho company but work'
Ing for himself, who ranges tho coun
try In his bus, looking for rich pick'
Ings where the ordinary passenger
carrying systems arc disabled from
any cause.

What engine driven trucks nnd pas
senger cars have meant In tho devel
opment of property In the neighbor
hood of large towns, but onco Inacces- -

Iblo because of lack of transportation,
Is n matter of common knowledge to
every cltlzcu of the country. Market
gardeners can carry their produce to
town In any weather and In n short
period of time; city shops can deliver
goods expeditiously ; manufacturers
can obtain supplies and fill orders; the
affairs of busluess and social life alike
con bo expedited, toy means of the
modem automobile.

To the motor car, passenger and
frolglit, we owe tlio modern Improve
ment of public highways, which has
been one of the greatest achievements
of the last fifteen years. Only iu the
most backward States liavo the roads
been allowed to remain In tbc prlml
tlve condition which was familiar
everywhere a short lime ago. The
convenience itwl economy of well built
highways has been Impressed on resi-

dents of urban, suburban nnd rural
communities until tho wisdom of
largo Investments in such improve
ments la universally acknowledged.

An Incident of these Improved means

of communication has been the re
vival of wayside Inns. The ordlnnry
country hotels of a quarter of a cen-

tury ago, unattractive In rooms and
in tnble, have given place to modern
taverns catering to travellers of edu-

cated tastes and free to move from
one stopping place to another at their
pleasure. The excellent establish-
ments available to motorists arc nu- -

hnci'ouB and . lnvl(lug. Neither tired
horseflesh nor lack or railroad trans-
portation condemns tho motor tourist
to put up with dirt, poor food or In-

civility, and the result Is that the
number of hotels and eating places
offering comfort and good food Is con-

stantly Increasing.
By the motor car the possibilities of

life have been broadened for all, for
the benefits of the automobile are not
monopolized by any man or body of
men. Practically, anybody can afford
to buy a trustworthy motor car for
passeugcrs or for buslines ; practically,
nnybody can afford to run a car; prac
tlcally, anybody can learn to operate
and care for a car. And to an ever In-

creasing number of persons the motor
car, on which we depend now to nn
extent which leads serious men to

speculate ns to tho source from, which
power will be derived when the gaso-

lene producing substances are ex-

hausted, Is becoming more and more
necessary with every day which
passes.

"Small Town Stuff." 1

It cannot havo escaped tho Irritated
consciousness of many that tho slang

phrase "small town jsturt" is naving
some currency. The Irritation results
from observing that the phrase Is em-

ployed to express dlscsteem for sub
jects of Interest relating to small

towns and in a degree the language
usdd in expressing that interest.

No ono can Justly charge this news-nnn-

with lack of tranquillity in Its
attitude toward the use of slaug. In
deed, The Sun, discovering a lo

aptness, a wholesome brisk
ness, an ncccptablo brevity in a slang
phrase, has not withheld approval; it
Is llkelv that many constant readers
havo observed that approval has at
times been emphasized by use.

Here, however, Is n phrase which

not only lacks thoso meritorious char-

acteristics to which we havo alluded
but Is offensive In that It Implies a
greater Importance which docs not ex-

ist in tlio stuff talked about In a large
town over stuff of interest, nnd there-fnr- n

dismissed, in n small town. Tho
slang' phrase Is crude; a witless In

vention; the utterance of those vacant
minds which nro on a level with his
who shouts "Here's a stranger; let's
heave a bricK nt mm r

Small towns? The obvious first re
sponse upon hearing slighting refer-
ence to them would be In the nature of

retort: Who create and manage the
great affairs of Industry, commerce
md finnnco In largo towns? Small

towners In notable numbers. There
not need to press that point; It

takes care of itself. What wo have
mind Is the fact that small town

stuff Is not only relatively but abso
lutely ns Important ns matter of In-

tercut, of discussion, as Is, tho stuff
gosslpped about in largo towns.

If Undo Homer Hodge's son Hor
ace, who has taken over tho Jnisl- -

. , , ,I 1 1, I LUoesB ui uie village mure ivuicu ins
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grandfather started In a log house,
nnd which has been managed by thrco
generations of Hodges, is constructing
n spacious brick ono story building to

shelter his business, that fact U Just
as important a subject of convocation
as the fact' which Uroadwny and Fifth
nvenuo gossiped about for n wholo
day, Hint Herman Hodge, who camo
to Now York only twenty years ago,
Is building a twenty-fiv- e story apart-
ment houso on Park avenue to cost
$10,000,000 wherein the least preten-
tious apartment will rent for $50,000
a year. Mind you, tho point Is not
the relative Importance of tho Invest-

ments but their relative Importance
as topics of gossip.

Scotland gnvo to tho world a story
of ono of Its citizens who visited
Paris, and after a day's exhaustive
study of tho French capital com-

mented : "Paris' Is, a great and beau-

tiful .city; but, aye, mon, give mo

Peebles for pleasure I"

Tlio dreams of thousands In great
cities who have realized visions of
youthful ambition return to tho
scenes and experiences of tnelr boy-

hood In small townst Thoy were sim-

ple, those experiences, homely, per-

haps, those scenes, yet memory sees' to
It they shall be beautiful In dreams
makes those dreams tlio greatest hap-

piness, It may be. of tho grown mon
whoso boyish aspiration a great city
has sutlnted.

It Is neither witty nor pretty to
sneer nt those things; nnd it would not
be even If It could bo proved that
small town, stuff lacks any heart in-

terest which attaches to the stuff
talked about In big towns.

Man Wants a Merry Life.

Professor Widal's directions, In

his recent address before the French
Academy of Sciences, to guide those
whoso ambition is to attain longevity
are too humdrum to win him fame.
He offered mankind no scrum guaran-

teed to work miracles, no pellets war
ranted to repair over night tho injuries
done by years of reckless living.
"Sobriety, light diet, considerable
muscular exercise," his scnsiblo for
muln, expressed in ono way or an
other, has been before mankind's eyes
ever since the wish for years took
its place among human aspirations.

A merry life nnd a long ono: that
Is what men want. Most of them will

sacrifice length for merriment nnd
think the bargain a good one until
the final mundane accounting Is nt

hand. When the price of brevity
must be pahl the debtor is filled with
regret, not for loss of years but for
loss of pleasure.

Mankind does not want sane coun
sol the wisdom of which has been
proved by cxierlcncc. It looks for
a magic potion which without In'

convcnlencing the patient will sus

tain hint In his dissipations, mild or
violent, nnd keep him lp shape to re
pent his excesses. The man who tells
his fellows to bo sensible will not be
acclaimed as Is the charlatan who
encourages their folly.

D'Annunzio's cashier at Flume has
absconded with $200,000 taken from
tha treasury, and tho poot adventurer
will now K't a first hand knowledge
of the tordld troubles of a mcro busi-
ness administrator.

Tjmt vpar thn Ladv of New York
harbor was happy In her task of wel
coming this year shr will be equally
pleased in, nor roie ot saying- iareweii
forever.

In Health Commissioner CorELAND's

report for 1919 ho says "the mortality
rato of infanta under one year of age,
which is considered a rellablo index
of the 6anltnxy conditions, reached
tho low record of 82 for each 1.000."
This Is the "lowost Infant mortality
rato on record for tho city." As birth
and death registrations are. compul-
sory, tho department figures on this
subject may be accepted as accurate.
Consequently Dr. Cofduand's declara
tion should bo read alongside, his pre
vious outgivings
concerning tho alleged impairment of
Infant vitality hero on account of cur-

tailment of tho use of milk. The facts
available do not support the fears the
Commissioner has expressed, a circum-
stance worthy of the attention of all
workers for social betterment.

Snviet Russia mar soon deem It
expedient to bar anarchists from her
territory.

"Tho $7. a week maid is coming
back," employment agents predict.
But will sho come back at ?7 a week?

r.nmi t.ikera havo trouble with for
eigners. A'etrjpoper headline.

Thn rnnnrliin nf Reds will heln to
diminish this detail of the enumer
ator's troubles.

What la In Itf
A medical roan onca cam In to m aid.
His look was ao stubborn I fait quite

afraid.
For I saw that If ever one found him la

error,
n never would yield; and I trembled In

terror;

lie ordered a capsule. I waited a, mtnut.
Then asked heiltatlnily, "What Is thera

In It?"
He trew very anfry and atepped to my

bed;
"Never mind what Is In it. Just take III"

be aald.

The world was war weary; the world was
war worn.

And of peac everlastlnr It longed for tae
dawn.

Dr. TV. came: "I can cure your fttlcue
And alt future distress with my capsule,

tha Leatue."

The world looked and listened and waited
a minute.

Then aald: "Doctor, tell us. pray, what
Is thera In HI"

Don't ask silly questions," the doctor re-

plied.
Never mind what Is In It. Just take It!"

he cried.

The United States Senate, eur pharmacist
wlae.

The prescription asamlned, and cave a
surprise) .

"On this anti-w- capsuia don't build up
your hope,

For the "medicine' proves to ba ncthlnc
but Mope'r

U. D. E.
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THE CREDITOR MUST WAIT.

Tain Attempts to Collect Wp.25 Due

From the Government.

To tub Koitok or Tub Sitn Sir: The

crltlclam of I'ostmaster-Unnera- l Burle

son's management of tho parcel post In-

surance bureau which appeared In the
editorial columns of Tim Bun on Now

rear's Day seems well deserved. Tho
masterly inactivity of dovernnwmt scr
vice In small matters Is a matter which
invites and oven compels comment of
that sort. In the herculean task which
the world war Imposed on our Govern
mcnt tho Administration did well, even
If soma needless extravagance did mar
tho excellence of tho performance, but
in petty details Its Ineptitude has been
and Is such as would shame the managar
or a peanut stand.

I am tha executor of tho will ot a
woman who died last year In very
straitened circumstances. To pay her
funerul expenses It was necessary for mo
to sell a United States bond for $1,000,
for tho purchase of which sho had taken
the money out of her savings bank ac
count. Despite tho unquestionable sol
vency of tho United Btates all the bond
would bring in Wall Street was about
(970, To a man up a tree that would
look as if Uncle Sam was not looking
after his credit as well as ha ought,
though my banker sought to explain it on
the plea of a stringency In tho money
market, whatever that means.

But that was not all. There remained
duo to tho woman's estate six months
Interest on the bond, amounting to
$20.26, duo October 1, 1919, which tha
buyers of tho bond were careful not to
take over In the purchase. They ex
plained that the Govirnment would mall
the check directly to her.

That seemed, plausible, but the check
did not come. It has not come yet.
Inquired about It at the post oftlcd. and
was told that tho letter had probably
been misdirected by some careless clerk
In tho Treasury Department. So I wrote)
to the Treasury Department and received
a formal notification that tho matter
would be looked Into. At intervals ol
some weeks I have written twice sines
and have received no reply.

At tha ry In Wall street
I was received with courtesy and In- -

formed that the Department Is very muct
behind In Its routine work and that all l
could do toward collecting tho $20.21

was to wait. As to when I would bi
likely to hear about it I could get no
information.

In view of these facts It Is certalnh
disquieting1 to read of Congressmen com
menting on tha army of Government
clerks and stenographers sitting around
In Washington doing nothing but draw
pay. One would think they might at
least help Undo Sam to catch up with

tha routine work that any bank on earth
would straighten out over night.

Tho poor woman who loaned the rich
est Government In tho world the bulk of
her savings is now happily indifferent to
the loss of her money. Happily also she
Is untroubled by the thought that she
blundered badly when she look that
money out of the savlrws bank. But
what Is to be said of the business meth-

ods of the country of which wo are all
so proud? ExECUTOit.

New Tonic, January 3.

IF CLEVELAND WERE ALIVE.

nis Record Consistent In Opposing
Foreign Entanglements.

To THKEniToa or Tns Son Sir: What
would be the attitude of Grover Cleve-

land If ho were alive toward the League
of Nations covenant?

He would oppose It
Throughout hln career he was un

alterably opposed to meddling with tha
affairs of other countries. To him the
teachings of Washington and other
founders of this Republic were tacred
and Inviolable. Tho very thought of for-

eign entanglements was to him repug-

nant in tho extreme. And ho was cour-

ageously aye, stubbornly consistent.
America accept a mandato over an-

other nation? Never! He would oppose

it to the last ditch.
Recall how he sought to reinstate

Lllluokalanl after a miniature revolu-
tion promoted by Americans had de-

prived the dark Queen of her Hawaiian
throne.

Remember his distaste for the tri-

partite government of Samoa by the
United States. Great Britain and Ger-

many; how abhorrent and perilous It
was In his philosophy; how he thun-
dered against it nnd sent message after
message to Congress urging, even de-

manding, tha abrogation of the agree-
ment.

Niceties of diplomacy did not deter
him from speaking out. He voiced his
sentiments with the bluntest freedom.
"Hands off!" was his policy, and he
enunciated it Insistently, doggedly.

What he believed In lie fought for
with all his might A principle was
above and beyond compromise or sur-

render.
If Grover Cleveland were alive ho

would undoubtedly ba aligned on this
League proposition with the irrecon- -
cltables of tha day. Knox and Borah
and Hiram Johnson would command his
profoundest respect Ha would hall
them as real Americans. And forget-
ting and forgiving tha antagonism ot
Mr. Dana ha would doff his hat to Tits
Sun as the most stalwart and robust
American newspaper ot them all.

Tioiiluan Wheeler.
New York. January 3.

FAVORING THE RESIDENTS.

X Flan for Baying a Fire Cnt Fare
With a Fire Dollar Fee.

To the EoiTon or The Sun Sir: In
view of the transit situation and the an-

ticipated increased fare In tha Immediate
future I have submitted tha following
proposition to the Mayor and to the Pub- -
lie Hrrvlce Commission for the First Dis-

trict as a basis for a compromise.
That a cash payment of, say, $5 entitles

the payer to purchase continuous ride
tickets at the rata of five cents each for
ono year; all other passengers to pay
tho Increased rate agreed upon at the
conference called by Judge Mayer.

Possibly 1,000,000 people will buy tha
$5 immunity on tha Interborough alon
within the first month or two, and this
$5,000,000 will go far to offset the imme
diate cash necessity ot the company.

Tha $5 cards should bo
able. They should be signed by the

rtiolder In the presence of an authority
and tickets sold in not less than $1 lots
only on signing a blank for that pur-pos- o,

or by some other plan' to prevent
misuse of the Immunity.

I am not going to discuss the wrongs
or rights of the situation: but It Is evi-

dent that the company's propaganda will
win out. In order to preserve some sem
blance ot tha nickel fare for regular dally
travellers they should ba partially jro--
teeted and not called on to pay tha same
far as tha transient or occasional pas-
senger. V- - Phillip Vtm.

New York, January 3. '

BRITAIN'S FLEET IN WAR.

An American Naval Officer Measures
Its Deeds by Nelson's Ideas.

To the Eoiion or The Sun Sir; There
was recently brought to my attention a
letter written to Tun Sun by

Mark Kerr, R. N nnd published
December 19. Tills letter sets forth such
a radical departure from tho heretofore
held Ideas on naval strategy and tactics
that I feel some notice should be taken
of the letter by nn American naval off-

icer. Such ' articles published in your
paper over the name of so well known
an English naval officer cannot be with-

out influence, and in this case with an
Influence that I foel Is injurious to log)
cal and correct thinking on tho very
Important subject discussed.

I do not think that Nelson should bo
quoted as supporting an action fought In

tho wny the battle of Jutland was
fought. Nelson always stood for a com
plete and decisive action in tho shortest
time. To quoto Nelson's words as

an action In which tho English
had a superiority of capital ships Unit

was overwhelming, and tho enemy

escaped without being annihilated, vlO'

lates all tlio teachings of his career.
The question of the writer as to what

benefit tha Allies would havo dorlvM
from a moro complete victory Indicates
a lack of appreciation of the possibilities
for fighting In a great naval force. It
does not recognize that the question
asked by naval men nnd civilians, "Why
does not the English fleet fight?" was
based on a feeling that had reason be-

hind It. It is blind- - to the fact that the
English nation was on tho vergo of bo- -

lng beaten when we entered the war.
But of more Importance to ua as a

nation Is the dangerous tendency which
this question may encourage. This tend
ency Is that of avoiding tha difficult
and dangerous action and being content
with the safo policy. But this
safe policy cost the nation of England
tremendously In suffering from lack of
food and supplies, In loss of shipping
and loss of lives in tho trenches. Loss
of property cannot bo evaluated In lives

of human beings. Tha direct loss of Ufa In
tho trenches due to the German soldiers
and guns that should havo been held In
the coast fortifications can be moro ac-

curately measured.
The statement that tho German fleet

surrendered to the power of tha English
fleet appears to be an assumption. The
German fleet was not led properly; had
this been the case It is more than prob

able that the English fleet would have
been defeated In detail at Jutland. The
fleet was caught under gun flro while
deploying Into tho battle formation. A

Nelson would have won such a nght
It Is not to bo wondered at that the

vastly superior English fleet held the

German fleet Inactlvo ; tho cause for won-

derment Is that tho smaller force held
the larger force so that It accomplished
so little. ,

The war appears to havo started with
out any strategy on the part of the Eng
lish but that of meeting the situations
ns they were created by the enemy, U.6

smaller forco creating tha situations
rather thin having them Imposed upon

It by the larger force.
The tactics of the night deployment

by tho English, fleet was tho natural
result of tho tactics used In tho daytime;
leaders do not change their Ideas as to
how to conduct, a fight with tho going
down of the sun. The safety of the fleet
was tha primary consideration of tho
commander by day and by night.

Marian, referring to a period in the
history of the English navy, says: "From
that time completeness of military
achievement became In men's minds less
of an object than accurate obscrvanco
of rule, and In practice the defensive
consideration of avoiding disaster began
to preponderate over offensive effort for
tho destruction of the enemy."

Theso remarks apply to n period when
the traces of Incipient degeneracy can

already ba noted amid much brilliant
performance." Benton C. Decker.

Ket West, Fla., January I.

ON GOING WITHOUT.

If Consumers AU Economized Prices
Would Fall.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: If
I want to buy sugar I can get It. Many

stores near hero display a sign "We
havo sugar," but I must first buy other
groceries', and when, after having bought
them. I ask for sugar I am most gra
ciously told I may have one pound at
20 cents.

What are we coming to, we "now
poor." who are professional people try
ing to livo decent lives? Tho whole
situation Is this In a nutshell: Unless
the consumers combine In mass In
every city, town and vlllago of the
United States and refuse point blank to
pay exorbitant prices not only for sugar
but also for clothes and all other neces-

saries of life and why not for amuse-
ments too unless we act together the
public will continue to suffer.

Let us wear our old clothes, buy less
of everything until prices are forced
down. Let us refuse to buy sugar, eggs,
tea, meat everything that Is soaring
high in price. Iet us go without. If
any of your readers can offer a better
solution I'll vote for him to bo tho next
President George Colix.v.

New York, January S.

A Customer for Rejected Cloth.

To the Editor or The Sun Str: I
have been looking for a long time for
something that would show clear think
ing and some common sense on the H. C.

U problem, and find such a return to
pre-w- ar thinking In your comment on tho
clothing end of the problem.

It la quite obvious that there are many
pcoplo who are waiting for somebody to
create a supply for tha demand that al
ways existed, but which was somewhat
clouded by the more Important exigencies
of tha war. I trust that Mr. Wood will
bo guided by your advice, and try
whether the publlo will not It It has tho
chance, buy such clothes as he describes.

New York, January 3. V, T. D.

World Problem Solved In Nino Words.

To the Editor or the Sun Sir: Your
editorial article on the "Duty of America's
Workers" has nine words In It that have
been my slogan for some months past.
You cannot make them too prominent
or repeat them too often. They assert
a common senso principle and cannot
be assailed In nny way by any class.

"An honest day's work for an honest
day's pay" will solvo tha principal
trouble as to our living problems In this
country as well as tho whole world, n.

Worcester, Mji, January 3.

A Verdun Window In Missouri.
From fan Kaxnt (Hit Star.

A Verdun window, made from fragments
of tha atalned glas windows In tha an-

cient cathedral In Verdun, haa been pre
sented to tha First Baptist Church of
Klrksvlllo by Colonel J. K. nieger of
Klrksvllli. Tha Colonel secured the class
while In Frano.

.,(.Jtri-- .

ECONOMY WILL BE

CONGRESS SLOGAN

ProLlom of Financing; Govern

mcnt Looms Largo nt

Wnslilngton.

J0JJ HOLDERS TO SUFFElt

Borah Will Opposo Bill Do

signed lo Bid Country

of Badicnls.

BpteM Dtipatch to Tat Sex,

Washington, Jan. 4, Tho nttcntlon
of Congress when It resumes
wll bo diverted to somo extent from tho

pcaco treaty and tho League of Nations
to undcrtuko the, problems of financing
tha Government, dealing with tho flnan
clal problems born of world conditions
In tho wako of war nnd with national
economies.

Economy wilt come In for n large
share of lcclslallvo attention, It not of
publlo Interest. Wlyio thcro is nothing
spectacular about preaching or pracus- -
Inir economy, national legislators aro DC'

coming moro nnd moro impressed that
thero has never been a time In tho his-

tory of tho Republic when common
senso In administration nnd frugality
In appropriations Is bo sadly needed as
now.

Tho chairmen ot tho appropriation
committees of the two houses' nnd the
wholo membership of theso jCommlttecs
aro ready to take off their coats nnd
start the unpopular work of saving at
tho snlirot and bung. too. if possible.

Theso committees aro going to work
with tho famous dictum of tho late ben
ator Tillman (H. C). "It ain't what
you'vo sot to havo; it's what you can
get along without."

Tho outlook, to begin with, Is not en
couraglng for 'this task. When tho de
partmental estimates for running tho
Government for tha next fiscal year
camo to Congress, Instead of being low
ered from "war time proportions they
were of stnggcrlng bIzo. Passing ap-

propriations of the slzo sought meant u
wide gap between Governmental re-

ceipts and expenditures with tho dlfTer-onc- e

entered on tho wrong side of tho
ledser.

Committers Cut Batimntea.
Curtailment amounting to tens of mil-

lions. It was recognized on all sides.
must be the result of tho deliberations
of tho appropriation committees. The
preliminary survey by tha money com
mlttees soon disclosed that this was
posslblo and tho work of trimming sail
to suit tho winds of the present day
stress of weather has becii seriously
undertaken.

Tho first reflection of tho efforts of
the economists In dealing with the prob
lem Is discovered In tho army reorganl'
zatlon measure Just framed by the Sen- -

ato or tno amiiary
Whllo not an approprlato bill,

the army reorganization measuro Is ono
which will form tho .basis for ono-o- f

tho largest Items in the natlonat budget,
According to the progrnmmo made pub.
lie yesterday tho original recommenda-
tions of the War'Department have been
almost halved.

Tho curtailment of expenditures all
alons tho line will follow tho pro
gramme Indicated by the Senate Mil-
itary Committee,, It. Is planned. Tho cost
of civil administration which has been
permitted under tho Wilson administra-
tion to expand at ii tremendous rata
will como in for a slashing. It Is rec
ognized that tho Federal departments !n
Washington and tho branch offices of
tho departments nil over tha land an
filled with unnecessary employees. Thero
will be a veritable depopulation of tha
overcrowded Government bureaus, and
the rate of decrease In employments In
augurated In a half hearted way by tho
reluctant Administration will receive a
sincere push from Congress where nu
merous closeups havo oecn obtained in
formally on tho way Government work
Is left undone In Washington and else-

where.
Tho disposition of tho Republican

leaders In Congress, thoso who have
seriously considered tho problem, such
as Senator Penrose (Pa.), chairman of
the Finance" Commltteo of tho Senate:
Representative Good (la.), chairman of
tho House Appropriations Commltteo,

and Chairman Fordney of tho House
Ways and Means Committee. Is to let
the problems of Federal taxation alone
for tho present session. Taxation will
not bo a campaign issue in tho coming
Presidential race, nor will any ot tna
mm locations ot tax problems present
themselves peculiarly and Importantly
as debatable points In tho campaign.

Will Proceed Slowly.

This Is one reason for not bringing the
laann forward In Congress. Another
reason Is that until there is somo sug-

gestion for a substitute schedule In the
tv law to take tho place of tha some

what Impractical and highly unpopular
profits tax provisions, legislators uesiro
to make hasto slowly. Throughout Con-

gress and not confined by party lines
thcro is an evident desire to wipe the
nronts tax schedules oft tno statute
books, but until somo Moses appears to
lead the politicians out of their present
wilderness, tho tax will have to stand.
Tho country needs tho money and the
longer tho present comprehensive and all
embracing taxation law remains In op-

eration, tho fatter will grow tho Treas-
ury balance and tho further along tho
road toward tho reduction of tho vast
national debt will America have pro
ceeded.

Tho resumption of tho session witn tho
troaty of peace yet to bo disposed of
finally Is an embrarassmcnt to both par-tic- s.

True, the Houso docs not htvo to
concern itself with tho treaty and, In
deed, In tho Senate the question cannot
seriously obtrude in tno noor delibera-
tions, but nevertheless tho problem Is
one always to bo reckoned with, und dl
version of trains or thought from tho
domestic concerns of tho country Is a
feature of tha situation which is bound
,to be ever In evidence regardless 'of the
deslro on tho part of ono group ot Sena
tors to keep the iesuo allvo as e. poten-
tial campaign issue.

Tho unfinished business before tho
Senate will bo the water power bill, and
but a few days aro likely to bo allotted
to It Tho Sterling bill, designed to
deal with sedition and incitement to
revolution. Is the next measure behind
tho water power bill. On this thero Is
suro to be a fight Senator Borah docs
not llko tho measuro and ho proposes.
with the assured nsslstanco ot Senators
La Follette, Johnson (Cal.) and Gronna.
to mako a fight on It It ts Borah's
argument that the bill Is reflective of
a sort of national hysteria which Is
unwarranted, but Just how ho Intends
to awaken opposition to thn measuro
designed to rid America of tho class of
pcoplo to-d- under arrest for purposes
oi ueporiuuun unu nno aro protected
from this action simply by their Ameri
can citizenship has not, been explained
yet.

That the coming session will last until
approximately August 1 is tho prediction
of tho Capitol.

Fire Destroy Baptlat Church.
Eptclat CettntcK to Tub Set

Oil ClTT, Pa., Jan. 4. Tha BantUl
Church, ono ot thn oldest structures
In this sectloriPwas destroyed by flro

y.

The Sun Calendar
THE WJ3ATHER.

For eastern Now York and New Lnr
land Fair and continued cold

fair with rising temperature!
fresh and strong northwest winds. '

For Now Jersey Fair and
cold fair, Kmjeraturo; freBh and strong nirthw",'

Tor' western New York Fair
tlnued cold cloud.?,,!
warmer; moderato variable winds.

WASHINGTON, Jan. t Abnormally hlehpressure prevails generally eutItocky Mountains, with tho V,
euro over the Ohio and middle Jliasisslili
valley. Pressure Is low off the AtlinT
coast and low nnd falling over far ....
ern districts. Tlio temperature
low Uur ng Sunday over the MuiliS
Valley and all districts east thereof ?ih
freeslng temperature- and froau thrown,
out the south Atlantic and eaat Quit stit,.Moderato temperatures prevail over Ik.regions west of the Mississippi ntvci- - burIng thn last twenty.four hours th,M
snow flurries In tho region of the ,.(lakos. the Ohio Valley, Tennessee, North
nnd Mouth Carolina and Virginia. snsare- also reported from tho south Rock.
Mountain and aouth plateau region milruins from routh. Arliona and noutk.m
California. In tho Atlantlo States.upper Ohio Valley and thn lower liregion tho weather will be fair nnd con.
tlnued cold Monday and fair with rUlortemperaturo Tuesday. In the eait Quit
Htatoa nnd Tennensea tho weather will I,,
fair followed by cloudy and warmfrweather and probably rain on Tueidiy
In tho lower Ohio Valley and the uppji
lake region and partly cloudy and warmtr
weather on Monday will bi followed by
cloudy and warmer and snow ou Tuesdiy,

r. t TTII1 C..,..w..wt.i.uui,B ... viitK, at.ivos (tcaioer bu-reau stations, taken at 8 I. M,. yenttrtir
sevcuty-fllt- meridian time.

u.nnisiiTemporaturo Dar- - Last :Kllll,,ii. Ill.h In,,. k..
AblleilO CO 48 30.3 ,. Clomir
Albany H G 50.(2 cmV'
Atlantic City.. SI 11 ; . cWr
llaltlmore 22 18 80.40 Cleir
iilemarck 31 so .10.04 rtCMrlln.!nn If C !ft t. n..
Tlnffnln 1ft fi" --n't. a.
Cbarlostoii .... 43 M tt'.3i ' ." cW
wmi-iig- 11 i 1U1.03 ,. tiearCincinnati .... SO 18 M.il Cloud.
Cleveland 18 VI ilO.M ,N Cloud.

Dotroit 11 10 J0.M " Cleir
oalveston M 63 80.98 .. Cloudr

Jacksonville W 54 SO.'zs .'.' clear
nansas uuy .. J4 sii.M ., Clear
L01 Angelos .. 65 IS 80.04 ,M Clear
.hiiwuiihud ... ii . iim.vi clearrtrlmanm fJl 11 fin '.

Oklahoma ...,'V 31 30.44 Cloudr
Philadelphia . 11 14 80.38 . Clear
Plltsburg J6 4 30.84 .. Clondy
Portland, Me.. 18 0 80.H .. Cleir
Portland. Ore. 38 35 29.81 .. Cloudr
Salt Lake city 38 38 30.08 .04 Know
San Antonio . H M so..w ,. Cloudr

Sail Francisco! 83 48 3olt8 '.. Cloudr
. J.ou 18 6 I0.W1 . Clur

Washington .. so 13 30.4J .. Clear

LOCAL WEATHER IlBCOnDS.
a A. M. i n i

Barometer 30.S3 Jo sj
Humidity lz 4:1

Wind direction J x.w,
Wind velocity 1& 31)

Weather Pt. cloudy C1rPrecipitation Xone J."on

Tha temperaturo In this city veaterdav.
as recorded by the oMlclal thermometer, Ii

noun in me annexed table:
8A.M. ..13 1P.M. ..20 r, M...18
9A.M. ..13 2P.M. ..51 7P.1I.. II

10 A.M.. .14 JP, M...18 8 P.M. ..II11A.M. ..15 4P.M.. .20 P. M...18
1 M 17 5 P. M...18 10 P. M...

1920. 1919. 1929. 181?.
9 A.M., ..13 2.1 f, P.M.. ..18 "I

13 M 17 22 9 P.M.. ..10 !
3 P.M.. ..18 34 13 Mid 9 II
Illglient temperature, 22, at l:li V. V,
lowest temperature, 9, at 10 r. M.
Averago temperature, 16.

EVENTS TO-DA-

A eerles of Mondav nnd Thurfclav mrtrn- -

Ine classes on subjects relating to tha !- -
partment of Health will bo opened by th
Women's City Club with a. lecture on

Publlo Health Adralnintratlon ." bv I)r
Jorephlna L. Baker, at tho Department's
uuuuinir. oud t'eari street 10 A-- M.

The Zionist Organization of America ir
give a dinner to campaign workers of the
Palestine n.tnratlnn Kund, at th, Hot.l
Astor, evening;

Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler will be on
of thd speakers at a Hooeovelt memorlm
meeting, under auspices of tho Rooievel
Memorial Association and tha Woman'"
Hoosovelt Memorial Association, at Car.
necle Hall, 8:30 P. M,

.miss Jinrgaret Blattery will address
mooting for girls at the Central Branch
V. W. C. A., 610 Lexington avenue, 8 P. M

John Hayr.es Holmes, Dudley Field M
lono and others will speak on "The Negro
and Labor," under auspices of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, Cooper Union. 8 P. M.

Judge Harry M. Fisher of Chicago win
speak on "The Unmarried Mother." undr
auspices of the Child Adoption Commlttn
of tho Free Synagogue, C West

stre-- t, 8:16 P. M.
Dr. P.. VV. Miner will deliver an Hlu

trated lecturo on "Kingdom of the Tlde
bofore the Polytechnic Section of ih
American Institute, 29 Wejt Thlrty-nlnil- i
street, 1:13 l'. M.

V. II. 1.4 Guardla and Col. Henry 1

Sackett will addreas a meeting of '

City Club on the "Restoration ot
Hall Park." discussion, old rrlnts of Ci

Hall surroundlna-s- . CS West Forty-fou- r' u

street. 8:15 P. M.
Highway Transport Conference, held n

conjunction with the National Mot--

Truck Shown of 1820. Eighth Coast Ariii- -

lery Armory, Jeromo avenuo ana iving.-brldg- e

road, 3:13 and 8:15 P. M
Uutgera Colloga annual smoker, at wb'' 'i

will bo Inaugurated the Intensive (nn
for a million dollar endowmen' fun
bo raised by January 31, University (' un,

:so p. 31.
National Annelallnn for the Advai' '- -

ment of Colored Feople. convention. r.'i- -

sell base Foundation Building. .
Cooper Union. 8 P. M.

JluDDer Association or America, con
Waldorf-Astori- a. S P. M.

ninn.p tn Victor T.. Ttercer. Yerkvt
Casino, 210 Hast Eighty-sixt- h street, ")
P. M.

Prof. Charles ZuetlMn on We uo'p-- i
of American Democracy," the first 111

series of six lectures under auspices r

the League for Political Education,
Hall. 11 A. M. ,

First meeting of the new Board
Aldermen. City Hall, 1:30 P. M.

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Maeterlinck ml
assist at the official opening of the "I'1"
Bird for Happiness" campaign In ("hilt
of various charitable enterprises. Carr-O-

Tea Room. B87 Fifth avenue, 3 P. 31

American Society of Reconstruction, an-

nual meeting. Mis Clarlco M. Barlx"
on "America as Host," Hotel Plata,
P M

'Automotive Pe'Vlce. Associations of New

York RJid Newark, convention and dinner.
Automobile Club of Amerlcn.

Friendly Sons of St Patrick, tnpper.
Hotel Commodore, this evening.

Chi Beta Blsma society, aancu,
Commodore, S P. M.

American Chain Company, me'tlnk.
Hotel Commodore, this evenlns;.

A. M. Hasny s musical nioinmb. -
11 A. M.

First Church of Divine Science, nieei-In- r.

Wuldorf-Aetort- a, 8 P. M.
Leal Springs insmuie, mceuua.

10 A. M.
Pekingese uiud 01 jvmcwv,

Waldorf-Astori- 2 P. M.

Comanche. Oil Company, meeting. Wal
a. 10 A. M.

Society ot Ana ana ocieutc--
Hotel McAlpln. 7 P. M. ,,.,

Loyal Workers, onage. ui j."
Toune Folks League, meeting. Ho'

McAlpln. 8 P. M.
Yarn Dealers Association, meeting."1'

McAlpln. 7 P. M. ..,
UcCalVt Maoaiine. luncheon. Hotel

Alpln, 1 T. M.

PUBLIC LECTURES

uairo- ana .no .w . "A.,"'", :,- - Ir itHarry l. usiranurr,
High School. Irving place on.l tli "

atreet. Illustrated. .

"Thn Smallest Knonn Thing,
Charles L. Harrlnitton. P. S.

and St. Nicholas nvenu- -.

,r.lf?',.- - h Prederlrk '

Pedersen. r. 8, IXiZi East Flfty-"'- o

atreet. Illustrated. .
"Current Hletory." by GeorK" A. I

lngs. P. H. 2. Hester and Ex elreeM

"Tho Present Situation In Lurope,
Prof. W. B. Ciuthrle. T. S. 167. St. Mr'-ola-

avenuo and 137th street.
'Sona-- and stories ot ino r..i

.1 xr.rffeo n nut. P. h. 1 -

West lo'lth street 'illustrated.
Life Wltn tno umiea rnaien .

Survey." by Dr. Francis Bolt "J
rilgrlm Hall, FItty-slxt- h street and 1

y. nrusiraien. ., si,)...ix.. Th,.lr fount"
Claton S. Cooper. SU Colurubi
West Twenty-nu- n street. mu!i'-

FOR MEN IN UNIFORM

Danclnr Claim National Kmergenc" r
lief Society, J38 Madison avenue tneaj
Tl,lt.-lii,- 4r.M. 1 In P. M

men In servtca or recently discharged.
Exhibit or National Aejaemr 01 tFine Arts Society. J15 West Flft)-- " t

atreet (free on Monday).


